"On the needs to respond to
areomneocsenae  alevolent uses of ionising radiation”

Carlos Rojas-Palma’ and George Etherington?
1. Belgian Nuclear Research Centre (SCK<CEN)
2. Health Protection Agency, United Kingdom

Introduction
Scenarios involving the malevolent uses of ionising radiation have since September 11, 2001 been increasingly used in emergency preparedness

and resilience exercises in Europe and elsewhere. One of the most common scenarios involves the use of an improvised explosive device
containing radioactive materials — also known as radiological dispersal device — deployed in an urban environment.

In the Euratom 6th Framework Programme, the European Commission co-sponsored the development of a handbook for the triage, monitoring
and treatment of the public exposed after a malevolent use of radiation (TMT Handbook, http://www.tmthandbook.org ). This handbook addresses
several potential scenarios and describes the actions to be carried out by qualified personnel at the scene and at the specialised trauma centre at
the hospital.
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Description of immediate actions specific to the radiological emergencies to be taken at the
Instuction scene mainly during the first hours after notification or discovery of an incident.
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Figure H3 - flowchart
An example of the flowcharts in the Dissemination

handbook. This flowchart shows
radiological triage based on results of
external contamination monitoring.

A training course based on the TMT Handbook was directed primarily to representatives of national
emergency response organisations with responsibility for first response in emergency situations,
hospitals and wider health-care infrastructure, such as public health authorities.
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