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Radon: Requirements of the BSSD

Article 103

“..shall establish a national action plan addressing long-term risks from
radon exposures in dwellings, buildings with public access and
workplaces for any source of radon ingress, whether from soil,

building materials or water ...”

The action plan is required to address a number of specific issues
(Annex XVIII), including :

Establishment of a strategy to increase public
awareness and inform local decision makers,
employers and employees of the risk of radon,
including in relation to smoking

Communicating risks from radon, 6th EUTERP Workshop, Athens 30/9/15-2/10/15




Radon: Requirements of the BSSD

Article 103
“..shall establish a national action plan addressing long-term risks from

radon exposures in dwellings, buildings with public access and
workplaces for any source of radon ingress, whether from soil,

building materials or water ...”
The action plan is required to address a number of specific issues
(Annex XVIII), including :

increase

awareness and inform
risk of radon,

including relation to smoking

Communicating risks from radon, 6th EUTERP Workshop, Athens 30/9/15-2/10/15




Radon

Nature : Naturally occurring radioactive gas

a emission

Found everywhere; concentrations (Bg m-3) very variable

Risk: Radon increases the risk of lung cancer
Indoor EX- EX-
smoker smoker Current
radon level Non-smoker
(Bq m) gave up gave up smoker
atage 30 at age 50
Less than 1 in . : :
20 200 1in 60 1in18 lin7
200 1in 190 1in 48 1lin14 1lin5
800 1in 100 1in28 1in8 1in3
Mitigation: Relatively straightforward !

Communicating risks from radon, 6th EUTERP Workshop, Athens 30/9/15-2/10/15




Awareness & Information — Target Audience ?

Public - homeowners

Employers - workplace

Local Authorities - “public spaces”, eg schools
Professionals - Social Landlords

Solicitors (dealing in property)

Builders (guidance on building legislation etc)
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Considerations

» The risk(s) are not dependent on the audience
» The same information will be communicated.
» The language used may only vary slightly

« Just communicating the risk may not achieve anything !
* Awareness & understanding of the risk is just the 15 step

« Communication and facilitation of options for, and benefits of, mitigation is
Important

* Obijective being to promote improvement (ALARP)
* Public health message

» “Package” of awareness & information
« The nature of the package and method delivery dependant on audience
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Activities In the UK

84% NATURAL

50% radon gas from the ground

9.5% from food

12% cosmic rays from ground
rays 15% medical  and buildings

I
t<0.1 % nuclear dischgrges

<0.1% products
0.2% fallout
0.2% occupational
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Activities In the UK

« Contribution of radon to UK population exposure is significant

 PHE (and formerly as HPA and NRPB) has a well-established radon
workstream

» Radon affected areas identified and mapped
» Arange of awareness campaigns have evolved
« Partners in “spreading the word” have been identified

» The required Action Plan under BSSD is currently being addressed but will
largely be collation of current arrangements.

* On line point of reference on radon

Embedding radon considerations into relevant transactions

Promotional activities

Outreach to professional groups

Links to smoking
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www.ukradon.org
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Welcome to UKradon England
The UK reference site on radon from Public Health England Radon address search

A report will tell you the estimated
probability above the Action Level.

As the UK's primary experts on radiation protection, Public Health England (PHE) represents a significant
nationwide resource for the public, industry, education, research and medicine and is the primary resource
for advice about radon in the UK. Radon is a natural radioactive gas, you can't see smell or taste it. In
outside air the levels are low but it can accumulate inside buildings. Certain areas of the country are more
prone than others.

Order a report

Radon measurement pack

Find out the yearly average radon

- j level for a property and if it is above
."t‘: 4 or below the Action Level.
) 4
Sudas lu‘l
3
o~ Y
l’l} — .
Order a workplace pack
UK maps of radon areas Our radon services
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Radon in schools

Raising awareness of a natural radioactive gas in your buildings

‘ ‘ g . A The purpose of this campaign

The radon awareness and measurement
campaign for schools aims

‘to improve he

radon gas’

This campaign is supported and
monitored by Department of Health, and
the Health and Safety Executive.
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Media Options

Gg ‘I@ https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GG7_qqdG O ~ @ ¢ X

File Edit View Favorites Tools Help
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Radon - The killer ga:
@8 by Gruporadon
7,206 views

|_ UKradon - Local authorities & Radon - how it affects you -.. %
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(12 min.) Breathing Easier: An Informational
Radon Video for Physicians

by lowa Cancer Consortium

Recommended for you

PSA: National Radon Action Month 2015
NBC News Public Service Announcement
- by 8. Environmental

Recommended for you

Radon...Silent Killer in Our Homes

by MuttieeCrew
2329 views

Radon, what can | do?
by Public Health England
1,221 views

Radon - Periodic Table of Videos
by Periodic Videos
309,990 views

Radon - how it affects you

Public Health England

s
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by RPlire
621 views -
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Media Options

¥y | Q]Llogin] Signup |
You are on Twitter Mobile because you are using an old version of Internet

X
Explorer. Learn more here

@ P!Ticﬂ?alm England w+

#Radon is a gas you may not have heard of, but it can affect health and homes.
Watch for the info you need to know: bit ly/1E89yADb

6:17 a.m._ - 21 Aug 2015

* t‘ * L L1

Enter a topic, @name, or fullname

Settings Help

Backtotop - Tumn images off
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Media Options
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Oxford Mail

Map reveals full danger of radon

West Oxfordshére predicted Radom concemtrations
s e v o

Tre map of radon conzentrationa

o Aemands Williarma | Thursday 24 July 3014 / Oford

Share GO o@ ® 1 comme)

THE risk from potentially-deacty radon gas across the whole of Cxfordshire is revealed toda
by the Oxford Mail.

This mep shows the areaz where dangerously high levels of the cancer-causing gas are
found.

Yasterday we reported that the Health Protection Agency wes targeting homes in West
Oxfordshire in a bid to cut exposure to radioactive radon, which iz linked to cases of lung
cancer.

Properties in Chipping Norton, Enstone and Charlbury are thought most at risk.

The first letters imviting residents to apply for free racdon level tests in their homes were
deliverad yesterday.

Daily Record

Killer gas alert: Scots homes and schools undergo
checks amid radioactive radon fears

Radon - The Silent Killer
Lurking Beneath the

Floorboards!
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For Professionals ..

Annual radon

« Invitations to employers (identified industries), Local Authorities, Building
Trade, landlords, property management etc

* Focus is on maintaining awareness and providing current information

* Opportunity to proliferate the message .

Dose coefficient ?
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...Smokino

l GOV.UK

Q Worldwide How governmentworks Getinvolved
Policies Publications Consultations Statistics Announcements

Contacts: Public Health England regions,
2 local centres and emergency
Public Health Health and wellbeing resources
England Health protection Ato Z

; l

4 September 2015 — Press release

Sign up to Stoptober with
friends, family and
colleagues

Research shows smokers are 67%
more likely to quit if their partner

also stops smoking and 36% more
likely to quit if a friend stops.

1ST00
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Summary

17

Communicating risk need not be a scientific exercise. In the
examples discussed :-
» The language of risk is the same throughout and is very straightforward
» There has been not attempt to “blend” smoking with radon
+ Co-messaging

“‘“Awareness” and “information” is best delivered — and received —
when a complete package
» Be clear of the intended message

When an “educating “ campaign is required on a national basis a
hub is of value .

A range of methods of delivering information
« Match the method to the audience
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